
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1838.] Exposition of the American Peace Society. 161 

' A soldier whom I knew when we were in Spain, a German by birth, 
was engaged with his company of the rifle corps, in skirmishing 
with some of the enemy's outposts. From a sheltered position 
he had an opportunity of taking aim at a detached individual be- 
longing to the continental auxiliaries of the French army. He fired ; 
the enemy fell. He ran up to him, and seized his knapsack for a 
prey. On opening it, a letter dropped out; he had the curiosity to 
take it up and open it. He glanced at the close of the letter, and 
found it subscribed by a person of the same name as his own father. 
His interest was increased; he read the whole letter. He had shot 
his own brother !' " 



EXPOSITION OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

Our last number contained our disclaimer of all responsibility for 
the proceedings of the late Peace Convention ; but, as a fuller state- 
ment of our object, principles and measures seemed desirable, 
especially for those who have not had access to our publications, our 
Corresponding Secretary published, in several of the leading relig- 
ious papers, the following articles which we insert in our pages for 
the further satisfaction of our readers. We wish it to be noted, that 
these explanations are, for the most part, copied from publications 
issued by us long ago. 

I. Its Origin and Course. 

A society formed for the benefit of mankind, is a species of public 
property ; and, depending for its support on the wise and the good, 
its aims, its principles and its measures ought to he well understood 
by the community to whom it looks for patronage. Such has been 
the uniform course of the American Peace Society; and persons 
familiar with its whole history, will doubtless think it superfluous to 
call public attention anew to any of these points; nor should we 
do so, but for the limited extent to which our publications are 
known, and more especially for some recent circumstances, entirely 
beyond our control, which expose us somewhat extensively to mis- 
conceptions injurious alike to the community at large, and to the 
cause we serve. 

Our cause is itself as old as the Sermon on the Mount ; but spe- 
cific, associated efforts in its behalf began, in England and our own 
country, just before the downfall of Napoleon. The movement 
among ourselves, receiving its first impulse from the fresh and fear- 
ful recollections of our last war, was started and sustained chiefly 
hy the late Dr. Worcester, under the auspices of the Massachusetts 
Peace Society ; but, after he retired from its service at the age of 
seventy, the American Peace Society, as a bond of union among the 
friends of peace through our whole country was organized in 1828, 
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by the advice of leading men in the Christian community. That 
step was not taken without extensive consultation; and the follow- 
ing extract will show under what and whose recommendations, the 
Society was formed : 

"It cannot be denied, that war has been one of the greatest evils 
which has afflicted mankind. It is equally evident that, if it is ever 
excluded from the world, it must be done by a moral influence, and a 
concert of action, which shall expose the fallacy of past feelings and 
maxims on this subject, and array against it the understandings, the 
consciences, and the hearts of men. In this view, we have regarded 
with deep interest, from their commencement, the labors of peace 
societies, and have felt that the cause has never as yet commanded 
the attention which its importance deserves. And we are of opin- 
ion, that the iimehas come when much good may be accomplished by 
the establishment of a National Peace Society sustained by auxili- 
aries, founded on such general principles as shall exclude doubt- 
ful disputation, and embody in one system of action all who will 
lend their aid to enlighten the public sentiment, and eradicate a 
war-spirit from the land." 

The document from which this paragraph is taken, was signed 
by Lyman Beechek, D. D., Lucids Bolles, D. D., William Jenks, 
D. D., Warren Fay, D. D., the late Professor Kkowles, Rev. J. H. 
Fairchild, Rev. Howard Malcom, and others high in the esteem 
of the Christian community, for the purpose of rallying the friends 
of peace in the organization of our Society. 

Such were the auspices under which we commenced our operations ; 
and our whole course fully confirms what our Board of Directors 
said in their last report : " We aim at conservative reform. Our Soci- 
ety was organized by the advice of men high in the confidence of 
the Christian community; and we have been wont, in all our move- 
ments, to take counsel from the constituted guardians of morality 
and religion. We have acted as their agents. We have repeatedly 
gone before the assembled ministers and messengers of the churches, 
and received their full and warm-hearted commendations. The cause 
is their own ; and we have asked them to promote it in whatever 
way they chose. We have acted, not against them, but only with 
them. We have sent our agents into no pulpit, we have scattered 
our publications in no parish, against the wishes of their pastor. 
We do regard ministers and churches as sadly deficient on this sub- 
ject, and frankly tell them so ; but we still repose full confidence in 
the general rectitude of their intentions, and throw ourselves and 
our cause before them to be treated as they please. Nor have they 
put our confidence to shame, but received us, with few exceptions 
from any quarter, in all cordiality and kindness." 

On all these points it were easy to multiply proofs ; but we will 
quote as specimens only a few of the many strong resolves passed 
in favor of our cause by the leading ecclesiastical bodies in our 
country. The Baptist Convention of Massachusetts were unani- 
mous in saying, " Whereas the members of this Convention regard 
the custom of deciding international disputes by the sword as a relic 
of barbarism, and unworthy the countenance of civilized and Chris- 
tian communities ; believing that war is in opposition to the spirit 
and precepts of Christianity, an insuperable hindrance to missionary 
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efforts, and to the spread and firm establishment of the Christian 
religion ; that it tolerates constant neglect, and often induces an 
utter profanation of the Sabbath ; that it engenders looseness of 
principle, licentiousness of manners and brutality of conduct, thus 
destroying moral and religious sentiment, degrading the character, 
and debasing the soul ; — therefore, Resolved, That this Convention 
recommend to their brethren and friends throughout the State, to 
promote by all proper means the cause of peace." 

Congregationalists have been equally explicit and strong in their 
recommendations of the cause. The General Conference of Maine, 
"commend this cause to the Christian community as worthy of a 
place among the benevolent enterprises of the age," — think it "the 
duty of ministers to preach in favor of the cause of peace as a promi- 
nent part of the gospel," and deem " the cause entitled to our con- 
tributions and our prayers." The General Association of Massachu- 
setts, " Resolved, That the American Peace Society, having for its 
object the abolition of war by the diffusion of light concerning its 
physical and moral evils, is eminently entitled to the cordial coope- 
ration and support of all the churches of Christ." The General 
Association of N. H., " Resolved, That this General Association re- 
gard, with deep and increasing interest, the object and efforts of the 
American Peace Society, and would very cheerfully cooperate with 
the Society in every wise and practicable measure to hasten the 
universal peace of the nations." 

We might quote similar resolves of ecclesiastical bodies repre- 
senting no less than eight denominations; but these brief specimens 
will suffice to show how the cause of peace, as understood and prose- 
cuted by the American Peace Society, has been regarded by the Chris- 
tian community. The cause is common to Christians of every 
name ; our Society is as truly a child of the church, the property of 
the Christian community, as any organization in the land for benev- 
olent purposes ; and we therefore deem it an imperative duty to 
spread before the public a full exposition of our aims, our principles 
and our measures. 

Geo. C. Beckwith, 
Corresponding Sec. of Am. Peace Society. 

Boston, Oct. 22, 1838. 

All religious papers are requested to insert the above and one 
article more; and they would confer a special favor by doing so. 



ANNUAL CONCERT OF EFFORTS IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 

Most of our readers are aware, that it has been usual for the 
friends of peace to make their annual efforts in behalf of our cause 
near the close of this month ; and we would now call their attention 
to the subject, and press upon them the obligation and importance 
of prompt, general and vigorous cooperation. 



